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True or False?
Read this short passage. Then tick the true or false boxes for the eight statements which follow.

Roald Dahl’s fi rst novel for children was James and the Giant Peach. It was published in America in 1961 and in Britain in 
1967. Dahl died thirty nine years later in 1990. 

If you own a copy – old or new – of James and the Giant Peach or you borrow it from a library it is against the law for you 
to copy large parts from it. You may not scan it onto a computer or make copies of it in any other way either.

This is because the content of the book – the ideas and the story – still belong to the estate of Roald Dahl. This is a 
system known as copyright. It means that no one has the right to copy books without permission from the person who 
owns the copyright. 

There is a statement at the front of James and the Giant Peach, and most other books to remind you of this.

The law says that copyright in a book lasts until 70 years after the death of the copyright holder – usually the author. So 
James and the Giant peach is covered by this law until 2060.James and the Giant peach is covered by this law until 2060.James and the Giant

In 1997 JK Rowling published her fi rst Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. The author was born in 
1965 so she is still quite young; 45 in 2010. Her books are all in copyright now, because she is alive, and will remain so until 
70 years after her death. Obviously we don’t yet know when that will be – probably some time in the 22nd century!

True False      

JK Rowling wrote James and the Giant Peach.

Copyright in Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone runs out in 2040.

Roald Dahl died in 1990.

Copyright lasts for 70 years after the death of the author.

Even if you own a book you do not own the story and ideas.

The fi rst Harry Potter book was published in 1967.

The estate of Roald Dahl holds the James and the Giant Peach copyright.

Copyright law means that you should ask permission to copy a book.
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