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Carnegie shadowing reviews 

Remember the three main criteria for the award: 

1.      The Characters 
·       What was your first impression of the major characters? 
·       Does the author make you believe in them? 
·       Do any of the characters change or develop during the story? 
·       Are there any characters who have an important relationship? 
·       Does it change during the course of the story? 
·       Do any of the characters remind you or anyone you know or have read about? 
·       Are the conversations that the characters have believable/use suitable language? 
·       What do you like or dislike about each of the characters? 

2.      Style 
·       Is the language difficult to understand or straightforward? 
·       Does the story build up slowly or dive straight into the action? 
·       Is there a lot of conversation? 
·       Is there a lot of description? 
·       What did you like or dislike about the way the story is written? 
·       Is the story written from one character's point of view or from several? 
·       Does the author create a particular mood vividly eg mystery, 
        gloom, horror, evil, joy? 
·       Is the place or the time in which the story is set important? Why? Have you read any other books with similar settings?·

       What kind of genre or theme does the book have ? What makes it this genre? 


3.      Plot 
·       Is the plot easy to follow? 
·       Can you sometimes guess what will happen next? 
·       Which do you think seemed more important to the author - the characters or the plot? 
·       Did you expect the ending? Did it tie up all the loose ends? 
·       Were there any unanswered questions at the end? 
·       Would you have written a different ending, if so what would your ending have been? 
·       Is there a sub-plot? How does this add to the main plot? 

Finally,  on your review think about some of these questions. 

·       Would you recommend this book to others? 
·       Did this book leave you feeling happy, sad, depressed, angry....? 
·       Did it remind you of any of your own experiences, or other people's? 


Would you read other books by this author? 


The whole book should be an enjoyable experience, the characters should be people you care about and who stay with you after you have finished reading.  Reading the book should transport you to another world so that you become unaware of your surroundings.
