USING FICTION TO EXPLORE HUMAN RIGHTS

WOLF
HOLLOW
by Lauren Wolk

Corgi Children’s Books
Shortlisted for the 2017 Kate Greenaway Medal
and the Amnesty CILIP Honour
‘A truthful exploration of small-time attitudes
and injustice without being overly sentimental,
it tackles questions of mortality. Every character
is believable’ – Judging panel

We all have the right to life, and to live in
freedom and safety.
Article 3, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Set in Western Pennsylvania in 1943, this book
tells a story of standing up to injustice. Annabelle
lives a quiet, steady life – until bully Betty walks
into her class. Annabelle doesn’t understand why
Betty is hurtful and violent. As Annabelle tries to
defend her brothers, herself and a former soldier,
she discovers right and wrong aren’t so clearly
divided.

‘

But Wolf Hollow was also where I learned
to tell the truth in that year before I turned
twelve: about things from which refuge was
impossible. Wrong, even.
Annabelle

’

HUMAN RIGHTS THEMES IN THIS STORY

Discrimination; right to education; right to healthcare
and a good standard of living; war and the rights of
veterans; right to life; right to safety; right to a fair
trial; truth and justice.
YOU CAN TALK ABOUT…

Equality
• Who is discriminated against and why?
• How do other characters react to the injustices
they witness?
• How do you feel about how Mr Ansel and Aunt Lily
behave?
• How would Annabelle describe Toby? How would
the rest of the town describe him?
The right to a good life and our duty to others
• What do you think happened to Toby during his
time as a soldier?
• Did his story make you see how
a) trauma can change someone and
b) we extend little sympathy and patience to
those we don’t understand?
• What should we do for people who are affected
by war?

The right to safety and to be free from cruelty
• ‘You’ll learn to look after your own self, too,’ says
Betty. Does she feel being cruel is protecting
herself?
• Why does Betty kill the quail?
• Why doesn’t Annabelle initially tell her mum about
Betty?
Education
• Why don’t the boys see the point of school?
• What is the impact of having only one teacher?
• Why is education so important that it is included in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
Finally…
• Should Annabelle have done anything differently?
• Would you have been as brave as she is?
• What does the title Wolf Hollow refer to?

ACTIVITY

Annabelle describes Betty as a ‘dark-hearted girl’
but we never discover why she bullies to such an
extreme. Imagine a backstory for Betty and write
a diary entry for the night before her first day at
school. Include how she feels about having to start
somewhere new, whether she is angry with anyone in
particular and what she thinks the following day will
be like.
RESEARCH

Toby was a soldier in World War I and is traumatised
by the experience. Find out what support is given to
soldiers and whether their right to receive care for
their physical and mental health are met.

We are all born free and equal
The atrocities of World War II sparked
a determination to protect the rights of
all human beings, everywhere. On 10
December 1948, the General Assembly of
the United Nations adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The preamble
says it must be shared, learned by children
and be a part of all our lives.
For a simplified version of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights go to
www.amnesty.org.uk/udhr
For more free educational resources from
Amnesty International go to
www.amnesty.org.uk/education
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