Teaching Ideas for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Award Shortlist 2018
Title: Under the Same Sky
Author & Illustrator: Britta Teckentrup
Publisher: Caterpillar Books
These notes have been written by the teachers at CLPE to provide schools with sessions which focus on
the importance of illustration in building a narrative and supporting children’s response. They build on
our work supporting teachers to use picture books to enhance critical thinking and develop creative
approaches in art and writing. The teaching notes show how picture books can be used in schools to
enhance children’s reading comprehension and composition of their own creative writing. We hope you
find them useful
Before beginning this sequence:
This is a sequence of sessions aimed at children in Key Stage 1. In order for the sequence to work effectively
you will need to ‘keep back’ the text from the class initially, including the cover of the book. The story will
need to unfold slowly and it is best for the pupils not to know the ending until you are at the culmination of
the teaching sessions. The illustrations are extremely rich and detailed. It is therefore advisable to ensure
that you have access to a visualiser or similar device to enable you to share images from the text with the
pupils on a large scale.
Session 1
Organise the pupils into mixed ability pairs or small groups and begin by looking at the first page in the
book, in which the family of cats is sitting on a roof together. Allow the pupils time to look at the illustration
in depth and pose questions or thoughts about the image.
You may want to support their discussion with some question prompts. For example, what do the children
notice about the colours used in the illustration? What mood or atmosphere is created by the use of these
colours? What do they notice about the details in the picture such as the trees in the background, the
chimney, the owl? Where do they think this is? Why is it more likely to be a town or village than the
countryside or out in the wild? Look at the cats and consider their facial expressions and body position,
what do they suggest? Do you think the cats are listening to something? What might they be listening to?
Read aloud the text that accompanies this image and also share the title of the book with the class, ask the
children to reflect on what they have heard. Ask the class to think about who else lives under the same sky
as they do. What other animals live under the same sky? Which animals live near? Which animals live far
away? If children have family or friends that live in other countries, they may want to share who they are
and where they live. You may want to have a map of the world ready so that you can place markers on the
map to show where the animals the children have mentioned live or where the people that they have
mentioned live. Discuss which places are close by and which places are far away.
Read the next page, revealing the pride of lions featured on the following page. Ask the class what they
notice about this page. How do the colours compare with the colours on the initial page? Why do they think
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they are so different? What do these colours suggest? Does it make you feel warm looking at the picture?
What do you notice about the background? Why do you think it is so empty? Where could they be? What
time of day was it on the first page? Is it the same on this page? Some children may notice that lions and
cats are part of the same species although they are very different in size. What do these animals have in
common?
Read aloud the text, what do they notice about this text? Does this confirm their ideas about who lives
under the same sky? If the class do not notice, draw attention to the fact that the first part of the text is the
same as on the first page, and that it is revealed by a cut out in the shape of a cloud.
Ask for the pupils’ first impressions of the book considering the following, what do they think this book may
be about? What do they like about the book so far? Do they have any questions about it? Does it remind
them of anything they have read before?
Display the pupils’ initial thoughts and responses to the illustrations on a working wall so that the pupils
can refer back to this in following sessions.
Session 2
Read aloud the next two pages from ‘we feel the same love…’ until ‘where soft meadows grow’. Again ask
the pupils to respond to the text and illustrations considering: what do they like about the book so far? Do
they have any questions about it? Does it remind them of anything they have read before?
Look at the two images side by side and compare and contrast the settings depicted, the empty Antarctic
bathed in moonlight, and the grassy plains. Ask the children what they notice is similar about these images
and what is different, considering the colours, mood, atmosphere, lines, shapes and textures used. How do
they know by the animals’ body positioning that they care for one another? What mood or sense of place is
created in these illustrations? How do you feel when you look at them? Ask the class to reflect on the
pattern they may have noticed in the written text and in the way in which the cut out works. What pattern
do they think may be repeated as they read on?
Consider with the children how they think the illustrations in the book have been created, what do they
notice about the images and how they have been put together? Explore a range of media with the children,
including paint, crayons, pastels and collage and compare and contrast the effects that they have created
with the illustrations in the book. The children could also draw on painting paper or use collage, overlaying
this with soft coloured pencils, to bring out the techniques used by the illustrator in the book. Ask the class
to consider: which techniques do you think the author/illustrator has used and why? Why use this medium
over another one? Which do you prefer and why?
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Following this, you may want to ask the children to reflect on their own friendships, families and loved ones
during this session. Children can spend time creating artwork of their own families, using the techniques that
that they have explored already. As they draw they will be thinking about these people. Encourage them to
talk to each other about family members and loved ones, sharing stories about them, why they are special
and describing their characteristics. Expand on the children’s vocabulary and use of descriptive language as
you take part in their discussions.
At this point you may want to begin some cross-curricular work focused on the animals and habitats
featured in the text.

Session 3
In this session you will conduct a gallery walk. A gallery walk allows children to walk the story of a
picturebook. The illustration spreads without text are displayed in sequence around the classroom or larger
hall space and the children walk individually or in groups around the room building their own picture of the
narrative through the illustration. Children can discuss their different interpretations of the story by
discussing the images, working out what is happening. They can also empathise with different characters and
situations by drawing on personal experiences.
Have all of the remaining images in the text displayed in sequence around the classroom, but without the
text. Ask the class to move around the space looking at the illustrations and discussing what they notice in
the pictures, prompting the children where necessary to consider the same ideas you have explored
previously such as the colours, mood, atmosphere, lines, shapes and textures used.
Note the children’s discussions and responses down on sentence strips or on a flip chart. Ask the class to
come back together and to discuss what they noticed in the images.
Following this, ask the class to imagine the text they think might accompany the different illustrations.
Remind them of the previous text read aloud and ask them to consider the clues in the illustrations which
might suggest what the accompanying text could be. Remind the class that each section of text begins with
‘we…’.
Model a sentence that you think could accompany one of the illustrations such as ‘we worry about the
weather… in a deep dark forest…’ Ask the class what the following sentence could be. Draw on the notes
you have gathered based on their responses to the gallery walk and model how to compose a sentence
that would follow on from the first one, imitating the pattern identified in the book.
Display the shared and modelled writing in the classroom so that the children can use this when developing
their own writing later in the sequence.
Session 4
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Read the whole book aloud to the class, pausing to reflect on the pupil’s responses to the story; is this what
you thought would happen? Why? Why not? Is there anything you particularly like or dislike about this text?
Do you have any questions about the text? Does it remind you of anything else in real life or in stories?
Compare and contrast the text with the children’s responses to the pictures in the gallery walk, was this
what they expected? Why? Why not?
Spend time considering the final illustration which depicts all the animals featured in the text together
under the same sky. What do you notice about the way in which the animals are positioned? Are they really
together? Reflect together on why they think the author has brought the animals together in the final
spread, even though they wouldn’t really be together in nature. What message or impression are we given
by this? What does it mean by ‘we dream the same dreams’? In what ways are we all similar to one
another? Why is it important to remember what unites us or that we have in common?
Session 5
Explain to the children that you are going to make your own class book based on Under the Same Sky. Each
child, or the children can work in pairs, can design and make their own spread, including the cut out which
reveals the text.
You may want explore the techniques used by Britta Teckentrup before the children create their own
illustrations. Have a series of images from the book enlarged onto A3 for the children to respond to. Ask
the children to look closely at the images considering the choice of colours, shapes, lines, patterns, how
much space the animal takes up on the page, the positioning of the animal’s body and so on.
Following this, the children can begin to sketch their own illustrations. You might want the children to
choose their favourite animal or to choose an animal from a particular region, continent or country. It may
be supportive for children to find a photograph of the animal they have chosen and ask the children to
consider how they might for example, break the image of the animal down into geometrical shapes. They
might find it supportive to place tracing paper over the top of the photograph so that they can see the
simple lines and shapes they can use. Once the children have done this they can extend and develop the
illustration considering colour, shading and pattern.
Return to the children’s considerations and reflections of the whole text that you explored previously. Ask
the children in particular what they know they share or have in common with their friends, such as enjoying
playtime, eating delicious food, dancing to great music, gather these ideas together and list them
somewhere the children can refer back to.
The children could then use these ideas to create the text for their own spreads, beginning with ‘we…’ in
the same way as the original book. Talk through the words the children would like to use to accompany the
illustrations in their spread, deciding where the text is to be placed on the page.
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Invite the children to write their own text when they feel confident, ensuring this process has been
modelled. Provide plenty of time for this creative process, encouraging the children to read aloud their text
and share their illustrations with each other.
Finally combine all the spreads into one picture book for the children to read together. Resources to
support bookmaking can be found on the following page:
https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/creative-approaches/bookmaking
This sequence of activities was designed by CLPE for the Greenaway shortlist. To access more free
resources from CLPE, visit: www.clpe.org.uk/freeresources
In depth teaching sequences for over 200 other high quality texts can be found at:
www.clpe.org.uk/powerofreading
Further resources to support children’s understanding of picturebooks for all ages and research on the
importance of using picturebooks across the primary years can be found at:
https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures
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