This packis a
resource for
teachers to
support students
in understanding
copyright.
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The pack includes essential information The Writers' House
about how copyright works together with 13 Haydon Street
entertaining exercises for students to work London

on independently. A multi-choice quiz on EGﬂH 1DB

copyright and the Carnegie medal follows.
There is an answers section at the back
for teachers.

It is designed for easy use — hand out the Phone: 020 7264 5700
relevant exercises and quiz to students and Fax: 020 7264 5755
hold on to the answer sheet for marking. Email: alcs@alcs.co.uk

www.alcs.co.uk
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WHAT SHOULD I KNOW /4
ABOUT COPYRIGHT?

When someone writes a book, an article in a magazine or creates material
for use on the internet, he or she owns their creation and the copyright for
it (unless they have assigned their copyright to someone else).

Copyright is important for writers because they earn their living from
selling their words. If their books and other works are taken and not paid
for, writers lose out. If authors were to become fed up with the unfairness
of this and stop writing there would be no new books.

By law, written words are property too. They must be respected. The law
protects them just as it does other property.

Taking someone else’s words without permission is theft. You wouldn’t
take someone else’s purse or mobile phone.

Unless you have permission from the ‘owner’ of the words - and that’s
usually the person who wrote them, or someone representing him or her
. such as a publisher - you must not photocopy, scan or circulate them.
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on;e up before films in the cinema or at the
Il you that if you copy the film, or sell or
e breaking the law - because piracy is theft?

Remember those notices which
start of DVDs? The ones which t
show it without permission you a

Well, the same law applies to all'written material.

Want a world without new writing? Well - that’s why respect for other people’s
words as property is vital.

SURELY IF 1 BUY A BOOK 1T'S MINE TO DO
AS T LIKE WITH?

No. When you buy a book (or a magazine or newspaper) you become the
owner of the paper and the ink - only. You have not bought the words. You
have purchased only the right to read them. The words still belong to the
author - or sometimes to the publisher or someone else to whom the author
has assigned the copyright.

The important thing to remember is that they do not belong to you!
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SO WHAT DOES COPYRIGH T MEAN?

The origin of the term lies in the right to make copies. Whenever anyone (and that .
includes you, of course, when you produce an essay or an article for the school ’ti
magazine) writes anything, the copyright - unless they are writing for an employer or ,
under a contract - automatically becomes the property of the creator. No one else may :
reproduce it without the author’s permission except in very limited circumstances where 1
the law allows ‘exceptions™’ to this rule. In copyright law, for example, if your teacher t
Lt wants to publish your brilliant GCSE history essay on Adolf Hitler on the school Intranet f
to show other students how it should be done, he or she must get your agreement first. t
. You are the author. The copyright in the work is yours.

©Shan Preddy 1997

All rights reserved. ¥ TO
system, or tran - == :
recording or ¢ Opy Look in th
nNstj € front
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CANT QUOTE OR COPY EVEN e
A FEW WORDS? L S

No it doesn’t quite mean that. You can legally quote someone else’s »

words - for example in an essay or if you’re writing a book review. o r
But what you quote should never be more than a small amount and you - e
should always state clearly where you took it from. s

You can also make a copy of part of a book you have bought or borrowed A
as long as it is only for your own research or private study. If you share it n
with, or pass it on to, someone else you are breaking the law.
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GIVE LS PHOTOCOP OKS 3
WORKSHEE TS FROM EO :

Some textbooks and books of loose-leaf files for teachers have some

(or all) pages marked ‘photocopiable’. Often these are activity sheets
intended for distribution to a class.

Many books now come with accompanying CDs so that teachers can
reproduce the ‘photocopiable’ section via the computer. Such resources
usually cost much more than ordinary books - perhaps £100 rather than
£10. That is because the purchaser of the book has bought the right to

copy part of it - and that is reflected in the price, part of which eventually
goes to the author.

It is still, of course, strictly against the law to reproduce and distribute
any part of a resource which is not marked ‘Photocopiable’ without the
permission of the copyright holder or the benefit of a copyright exception*.

* Exceptions - Copyright law provides for a limited number of
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to use. The main exceptions are guided by fairness principles (they are ! .h;.:.:.l:::mumuln
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SO WHAT LAWS
CONTROL ALL THIS?

The very first acknowledgement that words are property came in 1709 - nearly
300 years ago!

Before that anyone could take and use anything written by someone else and there
was nothing anyone could do about it.

Shakespeare (1564 — 1616), for instance, had to find devious ways of stopping the
theft of his work. For example, his actors weren’t usually given the complete text
of the play they were working on. Had they had the lot they could - and probably
would - have sold it to a rival company. Instead they were issued only with their
own parts plus cues so they would know when to come in. That is why there are no
‘original’ copies of Shakespeare’s plays. The best we have is a version assembled
several years after his death by two men - trusted friends - who had worked with
Shakespeare and who probably had his precious handwritten versions.
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IN WRITING LAST

2 0 Friday DOES COPYRIGHT
June  cogr evers

: . . .".'.,'1
N R
#::. !-3-- ] |
I'.
/\ No. It lasts for 70 years after the writer’s death. Take the work of

novelist Jan Mark, who won the Carnegie Medal in 1976 and 1983. -
She died in 2006. That means her work will come out of copyright

in 2076. John Drinkwater, a poet whose work is in many anthologies,
died in 1937. His writing therefore lost copyright protection last year.

Another poet, W B Yeats, died in 1939, so the copyright in his work
expires next year.

TO DO:

Carnegie website: www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk, then turn to

Look at the list of Carnegie Medal winners on the CILIP

the Living Archive on the same site. Work out when some of

the Carnegie Medal winners (especially the early ones) will come

out of copyright.

(ruet g e s of #5
prtdnd-trens Ly licrayt sleepens
Yo proresieate B Docky

Copyright Awareness Pack 2008
- Text © Susan Elkin | Page 10




SO HOW DO YOU GET PERMISSION? AMOUNT

Schools can buy a licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency !
(CLA) www.cla.co.uk. If a school has done so there will be a '
large yellow notice displayed near each photocopier. ‘

The CLA sells licences to organisations so that they may copy .
| articles and extracts from books, journals and magazines. ,

. There are several levels of licence at different prices according |

to the size of the organisation and its needs. Whichever level ’
applies, the licence always comes with restrictions. It is never
legal to copy a whole book, for example. ' I

And copies made may be used only within the organisation
which purchased the licence. Of course, it is still illegal to sell the |
copies or to pass them on to, say, another school.

The licence money is collected from the CLA by the Authors’
Licensing and Collecting Society (ALCS) and distributed twice
a year to authors. That way the authors get a payment for their
Ar work having been copied from their books and articles.

It is therefore very important that every school should have an
appropriate licence - and that every teacher and student should
know exactly what the purchased licence entitles them to do.
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IF COPYRIGHT IS SO IMPORTANT WHY
AREN'T WE TAUGHT MORE AROUT IT
IN SCHOOL?

That’s a good question!

And one this pack is trying to put right. At present copyright awareness is not a
compulsory part of the National Curriculum - although many people think it should be.
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Create a fact file about copyright. Group your information under three headings:
the law, authors’ rights, licences.

Organise a class debate about the importance of copyright in the printed word.

Invite a speaker from an organisation such as ALCS to your school to talk to
students about copyright - perhaps in assembly.

Write to the authors of your favourite books (via their publishers or the many
who have websites with email contact details), some of which may be Carnegie
Medal-winning or shortlisted titles. Ask for their views on, and feelings about,
copyright.

Invite your local MP into school and ask him what s/he and his or her party are
doing to protect writers’ copyright and update the law.

Prepare a short illustrated presentation about copyright either individually or with
a partner. You may be able to use this as part of your GCSE English
oral assessment.

Organise a balloon debate. This means that your imaginary balloon contains,
say, five people, each one represented by a student. These should be either
Carnegie Medal-winning authors or characters in Carnegie Medal-winning books.

The balloon is losing height so someone must be thrown out to save the lives of
the rest. Take it in turns to argue your case - why you are worth saving. The rest
of the class then votes according to whose reasoning was the most convincing.
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OTHER THINGS TO DO

What do you know about copyright and the Carnegie Medal?
Try this Copyright Carnegie quiz.

1. Who won the Carnegie Medal in 2007?

a) Michael Morpurgo
b) Philip Pullman

C) Meg Rosoff

d) Keira Knightley

2. Which organisation collects reproduction fees on behalf of authors?

a) ALCS

b) CLA

c) DCSF

d) NATO

3. Most British copyright law now depends on an Act of Parliament
passed in:

a) 1400

b) 1709

C) 1911

d) 1988

4. Which pve authors have won the Carnegie Medal twice?
a) Berlie Doherty, Gillian Cross, David Rees, Kathleen Peyton,
Melvyn Burgess

b) C S Lewis, Edward Osmond, Frank Cottrell Boyce, Beverley Naidoo,
Kevin Crossley Holland

C) Anne Fine, Peter Dickinson, Jan Mark, Robert Westall,
Margaret Mahy

d) Richard Adams, Philip Turner, lvan Southall, Geraldine McCaughrean,
Aidan Chambers

5. All Carnegie Medal-winning books are still in copyright because:

a) The prize began 70 years ago in 1937 so none of the authors has yet
been dead for more than 70 years

b) Special copyright arrangements are made for children’s books
C) Copyright lasts for 80 years
d) The Copyright, Designs and Patents Act was passed in 1937
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p) was withheld because no book was considered suitable
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6. In 1996 the Carnegie Medal was, controversially, woh by‘"a book 4"
about heroin addiction. Was it: 4

a) Storm by Kevin Crossley-Holland A 7
b) Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo :
C) Whispers in the Graveyard by Theresa Breslin
d) Junk by Melvyn Burgess

7. Andrew Carnegie was:

a) a 19th-century industrialist who left an enormous fortune ‘for the
improvement of mankind’

b) the inventor of computers
C) a famous champion of authors’ rights

d) a very successful early 20th-century chocolate maker who left
money for book prizes

8. If you or your teacher wants to reproduce the page of a book so that
everyone in the class has a copy you are breaking the law unless:

a) you personally own the book you are copying from

b) you write the name of the author and the book clearly on each copy
C) the school has paid for an appropriate level of licence from the CLA
d) you tell the head teacher in advance

9. Copyright matters because:
a) without it writers don’t get paid for their work so they might

stop writing
b) it stops people quoting each other
C) it shows that writers are important people
d) it provides jobs for staff in collecting organisations

10. In 1943, 1945 and 1966 the Carnegie Medal:
a) went to poets

c) Y % was awarded for biographies
0‘) . wads sponsored by the BBC
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Try this Carnegie Copyright elimination

puzzle. The answer to each clue is two words

on the list. Cross off ten pairs to eliminate

them as you solve the clue. The single word mark
.' left over is the answer to the puzzle. y theft

1. 1993 Carnegie Medal-winning title boy
/ unlawful
right
2. Two Carnegie Medal-winning :
authors (surnames) ship
/ post
stone
3. Two words to go with copy wolf
/ pigeon
. photo
4. What you need before you can -
copy someone else’s work river
/ stealing
per
‘ 5. First Carnegie Medal-winning title F
citizen
/ cold
6. Twcr>] wor(ds V\{]hich mean)takri]n / almond
something (such as writing) which is | .
not yours mission
/ licence
handles
. 7. 1997 Carnegie Medal-winning title illegal
/
8. The r?tc:hool subject in \rlmvthki)Cht "
copyright awareness might be taug
/ ANSWER:
9. Two single-word titles which have
won the Carnegie Medal
/
10. Two words which mean forbidden
by an Act of Parliament
/
",
e Imﬂm'rli.th'.
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2 (b) g ((3

3 (c)) 9 (a)

4 (C

5 (a) 10 (b)
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L. stone/ colg

2. almond /mgap = thefvstea“”g —,{

3 Tight/phoq
4. D_er/mission

/. river/boy {
8. citizen/ship

9. handles/wolf f!
0. illegal/unlawful

A”SWer.' ”CGnCe i

e, Bl ety
nar oLy B Sk of i
i Cler T Loy il Rt i
by gurwiirin T Dady

: ' Copyright Awareness Pack 2008
—— o Text © Susan Elkin | Page 17




